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150 years ago, The Geological Society witnessed the inception of the Glacial Theory and 
demise of the Diluvial Theory. 

Nov.4. [1840]: A paper was read on Glaciers, and the evidence of their having once existed 
in Scotland, Ireland, and England, by Professor Agassiz, of Neuchatel . . . If the analogy ... 
with those in Switzerland, be correct . . . not only glaciers once existed in the British Islands, 
but that large sheets (nappes) of ice covered all. . . 


Nov. 18: A memoir on the Evidences of Glaciers in Scotland and the North of England, by 
the Rev. Prof. Buckland, D.D., Pres.G.S., commenced on the 4th November, was resumed 
and concluded. 

A paper “On the geological evidence of the former existence of Glaciers in Forfarshire,” 
by Charles Lyell, jun., Esq., F.R.S., F.G.S., was commenced. 
[Geological Society of London, Proceedings III, 327-337]. 


In the discussion that followed: 
Mr. Murchison called on the mathematicians and physical geographers present to speak of 
the objections to Dr. Buckland’s glacial hypothesis. ... Mr. Greenough ... objected ... 
referred to the changes in climate necessary ... the climax of absurdity in geological 
opinions. Dr. Buckland . . . argued a priori credit [for] his narrative. . . . he went and saw all 
these things ... in the Alps ... and condemned the tone in which Mr. Murchison had 
spoken. ... Mr. [Charles] Darwin has described an island capped in snow in the equivalent 
latitude of Yorkshire . . . and, amidst the cheers of the delighted assembly, who were by this 
time elevated by the hopes of soon getting some tea (it was a quarter to twelve p.m.) and 
excited by the critical acumen . . . by the learned Doctor. . . . [he] concluded with a look and 
tone of triumph... 

[Report on the meeting in The Midland Naturalist, 1883, VI, 225-229]. 
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